
Application Instruction for New & Old timber

1. Old pine deck covered in Algae and grey from 
being unprotected against UV requires the timber to 
be properly prepared prior to coating. This will also 
apply to any new timber to be coated, in particular 
timber such as Spotted Gum, Tallow wood and Teak. 
All natural timber oils known as Triterpine must be 
removed as these are natural barriers against 
coatings and can have disastrous affects.  

2. First wet the timber and surrounding vegetation with 
cold water. This will ensure the protection of plant life and 
will assist with the Timber Prep deck wash cleaning 
process. 
Cover any Aluminium, steel, windows and paint work that 
might get coated with the various deck wash systems to 
be done.   
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3. Prepare a mixture of Sodium Per carbonate in water 
at a rate of 100 / 200 grams per 4 Litres of cold water 
(Napisan or equivalent product is suitable). Leave this 
on the deck for approx 15 minutes ensuring the 
solution remains wet. If the solution dries apply a light 
spray of water to re energize. 
After the recommended waiting time remove the 
solution with a pressure cleaner at approx 1200 psi or 
high pressure garden hose.
This will remove most of the Algae and will brighten the 
timber. This will also assist with removing the oily resins 
on Spotted Gum etc. 

4. Apply Timber Prep oxalic acid mixed in cold water as 
per the instructions on the label to the wet timber 
deck using a bucket and mop.
Agitate the Timber Prep with a stiff decking broom to 
assist with the complete removal of Algae, dirt and 
grey timber fibres. Do not let the solution dry out, 
apply a light spray of water to re energize. 
After the recommended waiting time remove the 
Timber Prep from the deck using either a high 
pressure garden hose or pressure cleaner at approx 
1200 psi. This application must be done to bring the 
timber surface back to balance Ph neutral. After 
completely cleaning the timber surface allow to 
completely dry for 24/48 hours.
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5. The timber surface will become lighter after it has dried 
and an inspection of the surface should be done to ensure 
that all contaminates have been removed.
A simple water bead test can be done to various parts of the 
deck to ensure that the water will penetrate after a period of 
time. If the water remains beaded repeat step 4 of the 
cleaning process. 

6. After inspection if the timber shows signs of fuzzys or 
roughness then a light sand should be done prior to 
coating or leave the timber uncoated for 2/3 weeks to 
allow the timber fibres to rub off. If large cracks have 
developed then use a good water based exterior timber 
filler to seal the cracks prior to coating.
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7, After sanding and filling if required you are now ready 
for the first application of the Timberguard Natural Tone.
It is important to choose the correct coating for your 

timber, do not apply a Natural Clear to exterior 
timber that does not already have a pigment for 
protection as this will not protect the timber 
substrate from UV degradation and will fail very 
quickly.

8. Apply a generous first (1) coat of Timberguard mixed 2:1 with 
water to the deck and ensure that the end grain of each board is 
also coated, in particular on the outside of the deck. The best 
application method is to use a lambs wool deck applicator and a 
brush for hard to get at spaces.
It is best to apply the coating in the morning or late afternoon. 

Do not apply the Timberguard to a hot deck and when 
above 30°C.
If the deck is fully exposed to the sun and has become warm a 
light spray of water directly on the timber can be applied prior to 
coating to cool the surface, do not saturate the timber. Remove 
any pooled water prior to coating.
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9. Apply the second (2) coat of Timberguard  at full strength 
from the can 2 hours after the first coat has been applied. Use 
a lambs wool decking applicator ensuring that all timber is 
completely covered including the end grain. Ensure that there 
are no lap marks on the surface maintaining a wet edge and 
that there is an even amount of product applied to the deck.

Do not apply on a hot deck

10. Apply the third (3) coat of Timberguard as per item 9 
ensuring a good even coating on the decking surface. Allow 
approximately 5 days for a full cure of the coating.
In full sun or harsh conditions it may be appropriate to 
apply 4 coats of Timberguard for maximum  protection of 
the timber surface. This also applies to areas such as 
coastal and water ways.



TIMBER SPECIES PREPARATION AND COATING

• All timber species must be cleaned with Timber Prep prior to coating, this includes all new and aged timber, sanded and 
previously coated timber. However some timber species will require extra cleaning processes prior to coating and is an 
essential part of the total coating procedure. Before any coating is done it is important to understand the timber you are 
going to seal and to obtain the best advise and coating possible. It is impossible to list all the varieties of timber that is 
available for use and an excellent source of information is available on the web at various sites, in particular at State and
National timber authorities. 

• Timber species such as Spotted Gum and  Tallow Wood have a greasy feel and emit high levels of Triterpine. These types of 
timbers are difficult to coat and will require extra cleaning processes to be applied. Refer to the application data sheet for 
the correct method of preparation.

• Timber such as Merbau can be washed with Timber Prep and coated without having to leave exposed to the weather for 
long periods of time. Timberguard will assist in sealing in the dark tannins that are released when the timber becomes wet.

• Treated pine that is impregnated with a water based treatment can be washed and coated with Timberguard. Do not coat 
over LOSP treated pine as this is a solvent based treatment that has a lot of wax impregnated into the timber.

• Cypress Pine can be cleaned and coated with Timberguard immediately, do not leave exposed to the sun and rain as the 
timber will split and check once openly exposed. 

• Timber such as Cedar should be washed and coated with Timberguard as soon as possible as this timber with become grey 
very quickly if exposed to the sun and rain.

• Most Australian hardwoods and exotic timber species can be coated with Timberguard after the appropriate cleaning 
processes but you must satisfy yourself prior to coating.


